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Happy Holidays! 

December 2021 

The Board of Directors and staff at the Hawai'i Forest Industry Association 
(HFIA) wish you a Mele Kalikimaka & Hau'oli Makahiki Hou.  
 
Mahalo for your continued support and partnership.  May you have peace, joy and 
prosperity throughout this coming new year.  We look forward to serving and  
working with you for years to come. 
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2021 Hawaii’s Woodshow, Na Lā‘au o Hawai‘i 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Hawaii's WoodshowTM, Na Lā‘au o Hawai‘i is HFIA’s annual juried woodworking exhibition.  This year was the 
29th annual Woodshow, which was held at the Hawaii Opera Plaza in Honolulu November 20th through Decem-
ber 5th.  The Opening Reception was held in November 19th.  
 

Hawaii’s Woodshow encourages an appreciation for the partici-
pating artists and the materials they use.   It promotes the posi-
tive role forests play in our economy and ecology.  
 

This year’s jurors were Sharon Doughtie, artist/woodturner and 
teacher whose work is in several major museums and private 
collections; Bundit Kanisthakon, Associate Professor at the  
University of Hawai‘i Mānoa (UHM) School of Architecture 
and founder of Tadpole Studio; and Tanya Rubenstein, Coopera-
tive Resource Management Forester for the Department of Land 
and Natural Resources (DLNR) Division of Forestry and Wild-
life (DOFAW).  
 

This year there were 33 extraordinary heirloom-quality entries 
made from beautiful Hawai‘i-grown woods by 51 talented 
wood artisans.  HFIA was pleased to have the Hawai‘i State Foundation on Culture and the Arts (SFCA) Award 
Acquisition Committee visit this year’s Woodshow and select three entries for their collection.   

 2021 Award of Excellence “Forest Meditation” by Tai Lake.  

Photo: Brad Goda 

 Left to Right: 1st Place Turning with Form Emphasis “Nature's Beauty” by Francisco Clemente; 1st Place Sculpture “Wave Form #104” by Steven 

Rosenthal; 1st Place Furniture “Hula Nahele” by Mats Fogelvik. Photos: Brad Goda. 

http://woodshow.hawaiiforest.org/
http://woodshow.hawaiiforest.org/
http://woodshow.hawaiiforest.org/
https://www.facebook.com/HawaiisWoodshow/videos/631629551329150
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Milo ($5,000-$9,999) 
Paniolo Tonewoods LLC 

 

Kamani ($1,000-$4,999) 
DLNR Division of Forestry & Wildlife 

Hawai‘i Forest Institute 
Tusher Architectural Group 

University of Hawai‘i Mānoa School of Architecture 
Woodcraft Supply 

 

Hāpuʻu ($500-$999) 
Forest Solutions, Inc. 
Honua Ola Bioenergy 

Tantalus Studio 
 

Maile (Up to $499) 
C. Barton Potter 

Hawai‘i Wood Utilization Team 
Marian Yasuda 

Peter Simmons-In the Woods 
Pu'uhonua Society 

Scheurenbrand Guitars 
Shaun Fleming/Wooden Touches 

Tai Lake Fine Woodworking 
Thomas Loudat, TNSP Inc. 

 2021 Award of Distinction “Blanket Chest” by Alan Wilkinson. 

Mahalo 2021 Hawaii’s Woodshow Sponsors 2021 Hawaii’s Woodshow Award Winners 

Best of Show, Paul Schurch 

Award of Excellence, Tai Lake 

Award of Distinction, Alan Wilkinson 

Award of Merit, Michael Patrick Smith 
 

1st Accessories, Kelly Dunn 

1st Furniture, Mats Fogelvik 

1st Novice, Michael Bennett 

1st Sculpture, Steven Rosenthal 

1st Turning w/Embellishments, Jon Ogata 

1st Turning w/Form Emphasis, Francisco Clemente 
 

Honorable Mention, Kahi Ching 

Honorable Mention, Keith Zeilinger 

Honorable Mention, Winter Anderson 

Honorable Mention, Tom Loomis 

Honorable Mention, Robert Woodward 

Honorable Mention, Robert Woodward 

Honorable Mention, Derek Bencomo 
 

Spirit of the Show, Joel Bright 
 

Artists Choice, Bamboo Delight by Robert Butts 
 

People’s Choice, Forest Meditation by Tai Lake 

Photo: Brad Goda 
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 1st Place High School Team “Puhi Ma'alea” by Mid-Pacific Owl Robotics; 1st Place High School “Space Station” by Rebecca Lentz; Kent Award Best 

Emerging Artist “Forest” by Logan Aruga; 3rd Place College “Luminous Shards” by Aidan Brown.  Photos: Brad Goda 

I+I In-kind Donors 
C. Barton Potter 

Hawai‘i Wood Utilization Team 
DLNR Division of Forestry & Wildlife 

Kamuela Hardwoods 
JP Damon 

Kawena Wise 
Jorma Winkler, Winkler Woods 

Craig Swedburg 

An exciting component of Hawaii’s Woodshow is the Innovation + Imagination (I+I) Student Challenge, initi-
ated in 2017 to introduce students to the diverse world of Hawai‘i woods. Students are challenged to construct 
artwork using a mix of donated Hawai‘i-grown woods and other materials of their choice.  
 

The I+I Student Challenge is coordinated by Steven Hill, IDSA, 3DLab Director at UH-Mānoa School of    
Architecture. The program exposes students to a hands-on experience of design and production and familiariz-
es them with the value of using locally sourced wood. This year, 38 students from UH-Mānoa School of      
Architecture, Brigham Young University–Hawaii, Maui High School, Mid-Pacific Owl Robotics and Punahou 
School participated. 
 

UH Article: Architecture students sweep sustainable wood design awards  

I+I Sponsors 
Ron & Myra Kent Fund, of the Hawai‘i Community Foundation 

Paniolo Tonewoods, LLC 
Forest Solutions, Inc. 

Pu'uhonua Society 

2021 Innovation + Imagination (I+I) Student Challenge Winners 

 

I+I First Place High School, Rebecca Lentz 

I+I First Place High School (Team), Mid Pacific Owl Robotics 

I+I First Place College, Beau Nakamori 

I+I Second Place College, Beau Nakamori 

I+I Third Place College, Aidan Brown 

I+I Kent Award Best Emerging Artist, Logan Aruga 

Kent Exploration Award, Bizia Surf 

Pu’uhonua Society Ano of Excellence Award, Beau Nakamori 

https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/hawaiis-woodshow-ii-student-challenge/
https://www.hawaii.edu/news/2021/12/03/sustainable-wood-design-awards/


HFIA Feature Member 

 
Andy Cole, HFIA Member, Award Winning Woodworker and Hawaii’s Woodshow Volunteer 
 
Andy Cole has been an HFIA member since 2003 as well as a dedicated Hawaii’s Woodshow 
(HW) volunteer.  He has entered Hawaii’s Woodshow every year since 2003, has won many 
awards, and has assisted with the planning and implementation of the event as a valuable member 
of Hawaii’s Woodshow Advisory Committee.  
 
Andy has been an admirer of wood and things made from wood throughout his life. “There is 
something about the natural and organic nature of wood that fascinates me.  Every tree is unique, 
and no two pieces of wood are the same.  Like fingerprints from heaven, are the grain lines on a 
piece of wood.  Amazing!”, says Andy.  
 
Andy was introduced to woodturning when he had the opportunity to take a basic bowl turning class in 2000.  
He went home with a lathe in his trunk and a passion for turning that lives on to this day.  While many turners 
look for a flawless piece of wood to work with, Andy finds great satisfaction in turning flawed and blemished 
pieces of wood into works of art.  “Bug holes, decay, and natural inclusions are not viewed as defects, but ra-
ther as unique character highlights, the wonders of nature at their best!”  
 
All of the wood Andy uses for creating bowls comes from O‘ahu grown trees that were brought down by ei-
ther a property owner or strong gust of wind rescuing the wood for a higher purpose before it can be transport-
ed to a land fill – a natural fit with the purpose of Hawaii’s Woodshow to promote the use of the Hawai‘i 
grown woods.   
 
Andy has become one of Hawaii’s Woodshow’s Master Artists.  Master Artists are long time HW participants 
who have received a required number of points for their repeated awards and are now recognized as Invited 
Artists whose work is juried in a separate division. 
 
He explores many directions in wood turning, however specializes in the organic beauty of natural edge bowls.  
His trademark works are natural edge nested bowl sets.  “Though the process to extricate multiple bowls from 
one log is challenging, the results, when successful, can be astounding!” 
 
In addition to being instrumental in producing Hawaii’s Woodshow, Andy is Treasurer for Honolulu 
Woodturners and just retired from his position of Director for the American Association of Woodturners 
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 Andy’s Woodshow 2018 Honorable Mentions “Half Dozen of Another” and  “Three Part Harmony”.  Photos:  Brad Goda 
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(AAW) where he helped to meet the challenge of presenting their national symposium virtually to adapt to the 
COVID pandemic.  He was also Chair of the AAW Professional Outreach Program.   
Now a gifted teacher himself, Andy is known for infecting his students with his enthusiasm for woodturning as 
well as always generously sharing his skills.  He is an in-demand teacher and demonstrator throughout Hawai‘i 
and on the Continent and has taught woodturning locally at Woodcraft and Honolulu Museum of Art School 
and at many venues nationally including the prestigious Marc Adams School of Woodworking in Indianapolis.  
His work is in many national and local private collections and is in the collection of the Hawai‘i State Founda-
tion on Culture and the Arts. 
 
Home has been O‘ahu since the 1980’s where he works in a hillside studio inspired by a spectacular ocean 
view overlooking the island’s south shore and beyond.  Andy and his wife Sharon have raised two successful 
sons.  
 
Andy is not only one of those men who always has his toolbox handy and seemingly can fix anything with a 
smile, he actively promotes the joy of woodturning and our Hawai‘i-grown wood whenever possible.  See 
more of Andy’s work here.   
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 Top: Andy’s 2017 1st Place Turning: Form Emphasis “Rebirth” and 2020 1st Place Turning: Form Emphasis “The Challenge”.  
 Bottom: Andy’s 2016 Honorable Mentions “HI 5”  and 2014 Honorable Mention “Can’t Have Just One” Photos:  Brad Goda. 
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Honolulu Zoo Children's Discovery Forest Hosts Volunteers 
 
Volunteer Coordinator Linda Duling has continued to host volunteers and youth groups at the Honolulu Zoo 
Children’s Discovery Forest.  So far this year, 100 volunteers 
have helped with site weeding, outplaning, and harvesting sweet 
potato, sugar cane, taro, and banana for animals at the zoo. 
 
The Hawai‘i Forest Institute (HFI) recently produced a Docent 
Workbook Interpretive Guide and Forest Friends Coloring Book 
featuring  native animals and their habitat, funded by a City & 
County of Honolulu Grant-in-Aid.  The interpretive guide and 
coloring book were created by Paul Arinaga, Linda Duling, HFI 
President Travis Idol and artist Diana Tusher.  The coloring book 
offers art activities and fun facts about various animals, including 
the Pueo (Hawaiian Short Eared Owl), ‘Ōpe‘ape‘a (Hawaiian 
Hoary Bat), Pulelehua (Kamehameha Butterfly), Nēnē (Hawaiian 
Goose), and many more.  

Another new addition to the project is Honolulu Zoo Children’s 
Discovery Forest New Plant ID Pages. 

 Volunteers weeding at the Discovery Forest. 10/23/2021. 
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HFI Awarded Steve and Gloria Gainsley Fund of the HCF Grant 
For “Go Native: Growing a Native Hawaiian Urban Forest” 

 
The Hawai‘i Forest Institute (HFI) has been awarded a $5,000 grant for its Go 
Native: Growing a Native Hawaiian Urban Forest project, which encourages 
Hawaii’s residents and businesses to grow native Hawaiian and Polynesian-
introduced (“canoe”) plants.  Go Native, also seeks to increase public awareness 
of the value and benefits of planting native plants and trees.  The grant is funded 
by the Steve and Gloria Gainsley Fund of the Hawai‘i Community Foundation.   
 
The project was launched in 2020 with a grant of $8,979 from the Kaulunani Ur-
ban and Community Forestry Program of the DLNR Division of Forestry and 
Wildlife; and State and Private Forestry, branch of the USDA Forest Service, Re-
gion 5.  HFI was also awarded a $10,000 Atherton Family Foundation grant for 
the project in August. 
 
The Go Native project will promote the growing of Native Hawaiian and “canoe” 
plants by creating a series of videos and a quick reference guide.  The videos will 
target a non-technical audience and will walk the viewer through the stages of creating or converting their landscape 
to native and/or Polynesian-introduced plants.  The guide will teach readers to identify the native plants that are most 
suitable to their climate zone.  
 
“Our long-term goal is to create a series of kīpuka or micro-forests within the urban and suburban core,” says HFI’s 
President, Dr. Travis Idol. “Once we convince enough homeowners, renters, businesses and landscape architects to 
use more native Hawaiian and canoe plants in their landscaping, these Hawaiian gardens can collectively become a 
human-made surrogate for the natural forests that once existed in abundance, particularly in dryland and mesic areas.” 
Dr. Idol is Professor of Tropical Forestry and Agroforestry at the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa’s Department of 
Natural Resources and Environmental Management.  
 
The grant funding is supporting ongoing work including the quick reference guide, tentatively called the 
#GoNativeHawaii Growing Guide.  The guide will allow users to look up their growing zone to find recommended 
combinations of plants that they can grow in their zone and are more likely to flourish.  It will also recommend plants 
based on other considerations such as the type of space and landscape function, and it will provide sample garden 
plans.  
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 Indigenous Pōhinahina (Vitex rotundi-

folia) grows well in full sun.  Its bell-

shaped flowers are used for lei.  

https://mailchi.mp/hawaiiforestinstitute.org/hzcdf-interpretive-guide
https://mailchi.mp/hawaiiforestinstitute.org/hzcdf-interpretive-guide
https://mailchi.mp/hawaiiforestinstitute.org/forest-friends-coloring-book
https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/plant-identification/
https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/plant-identification/
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“We think of it as providing ‘cookie cutter recipes’ yet enabling people to substitute some ingredients (plants) in case 
they want more or less of a particular ‘taste’,” says Paul Arinaga, Go Native Project Manager. 
 

To augment the guide and to show people what can be done, HFI has started a sub-project to document sites around 
the state where people are growing native Hawaiian plants, sometimes in combination with canoe plants.  In addition, 
HFI has plans to launch a contest so homeowners can show off their native Hawaiian landscaping and inspire others. 
 
The Native Hawaiian Urban Forest Network will offer innumerable benefits to Hawaii’s people and to the ‘āina such 
as providing a refuge for native animals; wildlife corridors for native invertebrates, birds and bats; preserving genetic 
variation within plant and animal species; and enhancing cultural and spiritual links with the past.  Creating the Native 
Hawaiian Urban Forest Network could also help to increase the representation and resiliency of existing natural for-
ests.  In addition, native tree have an important role to play in a world impacted by climate change. 
 
“Contrary to common perception, there are native Hawaiian plants – particularly coastal and dryland plants – that can 
survive in harsh and urban conditions,” says Dr. Idol. 
 
Restoring native Hawaiian plants also has economic implications.  Numerous experts interviewed by HFI have noted 
that the version of tropical or sub-tropical landscaping presented to tourists is often a generic one.  A tourist can travel 
all over the world and see the same homogenized version of “tropical paradise” that uses non-native plants.  At a time 
when Hawai‘i is searching for a unique model of tourism – and visitors are looking for authentic experiences – native 
Hawaiian and Polynesian-introduced plants have an important role to play.  
 
We have found that Hawai‘i residents and visitors are interested in learning about plants that can be found nowhere 
else in the world.  Our native flora and fauna help to make Hawai‘i a truly unique place. 

Links: 
“Go Native Hawai‘i: Restoring Nature from Mauka to Makai” article. 
Go Native Leaflet 
Let's Create An Urban Forest Network Of Native Plants - Honolulu Civil Beat  
Paul Arinaga and Travis Idol were interview on HPR, Go Native HPR Interview 
Go Native webpage 

 Project Manager Paul Arinaga (right) and volunteer Tom Foye (left) present a “Go Native” display at  
Hawai‘i Agriculture Research Center (HARC) 2021 Arbor Day event.  

https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/HFI-Go-Native-Article-July-2021.pdf
https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Go-Native-Leaflet_web-1.pdf
https://www.civilbeat.org/2021/08/lets-create-an-urban-forest-network-of-native-plants/
https://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/post/conversation-hpd-expands-recruiting
https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/go-native-growing-a-native-hawaiian-urban-forest/
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The Dorrance Family Foundation Awards 
HFI $15,000 Grant for KBCC Discovery Forest  

 
The Hawaiʻi Forest Institute (HFI) received a $15,000 grant 
from the Bennett Dorrance Jr. and The Dorrance Family Foun-
dation for the Keauhou Bird Conservation Center (KBCC) Dis-
covery Forest.  This is the fourth year The Dorrance Family 
Foundation has provided support for the Discovery Forest.   
 
The project is providing service-learning opportunities for vol-
unteers and habitat and food for native birds.  Using conserva-
tion breeding and release techniques for over 20 years, KBCC 
has been saving critically endangered Hawaiian birds from ex-
tinction and restoring these species in the wild.  Birds being 
bred and cared for at KBCC are the ‘Alalā, Puaiohi, Palila, Ki-
wikiu, ‘Akeke‘e, and ‘Akikiki.  
 
Iwikau’ikaua (Iwi) Joaquin was KBCC Caretaker/Outreach Co-
ordinator for many years, however he and his family moved back to Maui this year. Ulumauahi Kealiʻika-
nakaʻole is the new Caretaker/Outreach Coordinator.  Ulumauahi has a Bachelor’s Degree in Geography 
with a minor in Anthropology from UH Hilo and a Forestry Team Certificate from Hawaii Community Col-
lege. His experience includes Field Monitoring Technician for the ʻAlalā at KBCC, Intern for Pacific Intern-
ship Programs for Exploring Science, Field Technician for Edith Kanakaʻole Foundation, Educational Assis-
tant and Tutor at Ka ʻUmeke Kāʻeo and Cultural Educator at Hālau o Kekuhi.  
 

KBCC is located in the 170-acre Keauhou Ranch in Kaʻū.  The Discovery Forest 10-year Forest Stewardship 
Plan describes procedures to restore 40 acres, two to four acres per year depending on available funds.  
            
 

- Continued - 

 KBCC Discovery Forest seedlings planted 9/26/2021. 

HFIA E-News               December 2021 

 ‘Alalā Corvus hawaiiensis, the Hawaiian crow, is endemic to the Hawai’i and found nowhere else in the world.  Revered in Hawaiian culture, these 

football-sized birds with dull black feathers are social, intelligent, and known for their raucous calls.  Source: ‘Alalā San Diego Zoo.   

https://animals.sandiegozoo.org/animals/alala-hawaiian-crow
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The objectives of the KBCC Discovery Forest are to: 

• Restore an endemic forest canopy with Acacia koa and ‘Ōhi'a Lehua as the pioneer species; 

• Restore an endemic forest understory with fruiting trees and shrubs; 

• Improve habitat quality for endemic wild birds; 

• Provide education for students, emphasizing connections between rare endemic birds and their habitat;  

• Provide forest materials (fruits, browse, and perching) for captive birds at the KBCC. 
 
To date, 17.8 acres have been cleared and 3,552 volunteers have outplanted 13,107 seedlings, including 
Acacia koa, Māmane, Maile, ‘Ōhi‘a, Pa‘iniu, Ōhelo, Kawa‘u, Kōlea, Ōlapa, ‘Ohāwai, ‘Uki'uki, Popolo ku 
mai, and Pilo. Twenty different native species have been outplanted at the Discovery Forest since 2014. 
 
The 2021 Hawai'i Bird Conservation Marathon was Sunday, December 19th.  In addition to The Dorrance 
Family Foundation, mahalo to American Forest Global Releaf, Little Outcrop,  O‘o Hawaii, and individual 
donors through the Mahalo ʻĀina: Give Back to the Forest Initiative for funding restoration and education at 
KBCC Discovery Forest. 

HFIA E-News              December  2021 

 Volunteer plants seedlings and seedlings ready to plant 9/26/2021; Ka ʻUmeke Kaʻeo Pacific Charter School 4th grade students plant seedlings12-2-2021 

O‘o Hawaii Sales Benefit Keauhou Bird Conservation Center (KBCC) Discovery Forest  

$1.00 for every O‘o Hawaii purchase is donated to the KBCC Discovery Forest. Visit O‘o Hawaii to see  
holiday specials. 
 

Right: High performance and ultra hydrating, Birdbath Antioxidant Cleansing Balm is an organic anti-
aging cleansing balm concentrate that cleanses gently yet deeply, removes impurities and makeup 
 all while  toning, moisturizing, soothing and working to destroy free radicals. 

https://www.oohawaii.com/
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Ka‘ūpūlehu Foundation Provides Continued Support for 
Ho‘ola Ka Makana‘ā o Ka‘ūpūlehu Restoration and Education Program 

 
The Ka‘ūpūlehu Foundation awarded the Hawai‘i Forest Institute (HFI) $40,000 this year for Ho‘ola Ka Ma-
kana‘ā o Ka‘ūpūlehu.  This is the fourth year the Foundation has supported this program, which includes 
forest restoration and education at Kaʻūpūlehu Dryland Forest and Kalaemanō Cultural Center.  Other 
learning sites include Ka loko o Kiholo, Kahuwai, Pu'uwa'awa'a, and Mahiki (Hamakua). The Cultural 
Ecology Team shares stories of place, ancestral connections, and natural history of these rare dryland 
ecosystems, intertwining a homeland perspective into ‘āina-based learning.    
 

Although volunteer site activities were canceled through September this year, the Cultural Ecology Team 
hosted a student group in October.  To keep the stakeholders engaged in the program, the Team held several 
virtual presentations and shared online lesson plans with 
parents and teachers.  In addition, new Ho‘ola Ka Makana‘ā 
o Ka‘ūpūlehu signage and educational resources were pro-
duced. 
 

The program is comprised of four strands, three outreach 
educational strands and one restoration strand.  Each strand, 
while unique, provides curriculum that teaches the ecology 
of native ecosystems and integrates ideas of culture, māla-
ma, kuleana, and creative thinking.  Learning opportunities 
are offered in multiple ways— solo, as a team, on-site, off-
site, and online—depending on what is most appropriate to 
the circumstances and participants. 
 

The Team focus on integrating traditional ecological and 
cultural knowledge into restoration activities of multi-
generational learners.  Volunteers experience connecting to 
place through quiet observation, place-based learning 
activities, and restoration work such as collecting and 
distributing seed, planting seedlings, pulling weeds, and building trails. Residents and visitors benefit from 
classroom and off-site outreach events, displays and presentations.  The program’s target population includes 
students from a mix of schools, particularly those serving native Hawaiians.   
 

A collaboration with KUPU and Huliaupa’a Archaeology brought a new dimension to Ka‘ūpūlehu intern ef-
forts.  KUPU intern Janali Torres started her monitoring internship in 2020, which ended in August 2021.  Ja-
nali worked with the Team to monitor natural regeneration of rare natives, plant resilience, outplant mortality 
and to maintain a comprehensive database 
 
Only 5% of Hawaii’s endangered dryland ecosystems remain.  Safe havens of learning in place-based settings 
were once the norm in the traditional hālau-style.  Today they are rare due to changes in land ownership that 
fragment society and cause disconnect in communities.  Our dryland forest restoration and education pro-
grams transcend these barriers in a partnership with the land, Hawaiian culture, and the community.  These 
sites are adjacent to expanding resort and residential areas; therefore there is a pressing need to protect and 
perpetuate them.  
 
In addition to Kaʻūpūlehu Foundation, funding this year was provided by Kamehameha Schools, and National 
Tropical Botanical Garden.  Learn more on the project webpage  and on Ka ‘ahahui o ka Nāhelehele website.  
 
The Ka‘ūpūlehu Dryland Forest is located on 76 acres in the North Kona District on Hawai‘i Island. This rare 
forest is among the best remaining dryland forests in Hawai‘i. Bequeathed by Ke Ali‘i Bernice Pauahi Bishop 
to Kamehameha Schools, Ka‘ūpūlehu is a unique and treasured place.  

 Hawai‘i Preparatory Academy class prepare to plant natives 

seedlings at Ka‘ūpūlehu. Photo: Keoki A. Carter.  
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https://www.hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/dryland-forest-projects/kaupulehu-dryland-forest/
http://www.drylandforest.org/


HFIA Directors Tour Honua Ola Bioenergy Facility 
 

On August 11, 2021, HFIA Vice President Dr. Guy Cellier led HFIA Di-
rectors, staff and partners on a field trip to the Honua Ola Bioenergy plant 
in Pepeʻekeo.  Prior to arriving at the plant, the group met in Hāmākua at 
a eucalyptus plantation located next to Brandon Lee’s Berkshire pig 
farm.  Guy barbecued some delicious home-made sausage and Dr. J.B. 
Friday brought sauerkraut and fixings to go with.  Brandon gave all the 
attendees Berkshire porkchops to take home.  After Brandon showed the 
group his Berkshire pig farm, the group headed over to Honua Ola. 
 
Honua Ola will replace imported fossil fuel with local, renewable re-
sources to produce energy.  “Honua Ola” in Hawaiian means “living 
earth” and represents their commitment to: 

• Creating sustainable green energy; 
• Supporting local agriculture; 
• Working to reduce our dependence on fossil fuels; and 
• Stimulating our local economy. 

 
Once operational, Honua Ola’s plant in Pepeʻekeo will use state-of-the-art technology to make available 21.5 
megawatts of firm, renewable power fueled by organic material grown on-island.  Responsibly managed for-
ests, including the replanting of trees, will offset the carbon emissions of the power production process. 
Leaders in Hawaiʻi and globally have made commitments to aggressive sustainability goals, many of them cen-
tered around renewable energy.  The State of Hawaiʻi mandates 100% renewable energy in the electric sector 
by the year 2045.  The United Nations recently created sustainable development goals by 2030, and Honua Ola 
positively impacts several of those goals.  Implementing the changes we need to make falls to individuals, to 
communities, and to projects like Honua Ola. 

 Guy Cellier cooks his sausage on the barbie.   

 
Newsletter Articles Wanted 

If you have a story to share about your forestry-related business or project, please email it in Word format 
with jpg. photos attached to hfia@hawaiiforest.org. 
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Hawaii’s Wood Products Directory 

The mission of the Hawaii Wood Utilization Team (HWUT) created the Hawaii Wood Products Directory, which connects       

Hawaii's forest products businesses with buyers and sellers of a variety of wood products and services.  HFIA encourages forest 

industry related businesses to visit the website and create a listing in the Directory.     

HFIA E-News              December  2021 

 Left to Right: Brandon Lee’s Berkshire pig; Guy Cellier presents Honua Ola educational display; Honua Ola facility tour.  Photos: J.B. Friday. 

https://honuaolabioenergy.com/renewable-energy/
mailto:hfia@hawaiiforest.org
https://hawaiiwoodproducts.com/
https://hawaiiwoodproducts.com/my-account/
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Pacific Fire Exchange (PFX) 

 

 
The Pacific Fire Exchange (PFX) is a fire science and information communication project co-led by the Ha-
wai`i Wildfire Management Organization and the University of Hawai`i. The PFX is part of the Joint Fire 
Science Program (JFSP) regional exchange network of fifteen fire science consortia aimed at fostering nation
-wide information exchange for fire-related challenges.  PFX Fact Sheet 

Honua Ola Partners with Hawai‘i Community College 
to Cultivate a Food Forest on the Hāmākua  Coast 

 
In partnership with Hawai‘i Community College's forestry and agriculture programs, Honua Ola Bioenergy 
has dedicated two acres of land that is allowing students to gain hands-on experience in the forestry and agri-
culture sectors.   
 
"It’s an honor to collaborate with Hawai‘i Community College and their students in a hands-on learning envi-
ronment that is creating locally sourced and produced foods, local building materials and supporting renewa-
ble energy," said Warren Lee, Honua Ola president.  "It’s important that we work together for the common 
good of our communities.  Giving our college-age adults the incentive to build a life and career here on Ha-
wai‘i Island is vital to our collective future.  Helping them learn important skills, such as growing multi-
purpose crops, and realizing that good-paying jobs can be found in a variety of industries, including forestry, 
agriculture, construction and renewable energy, will give them hope they don't have to leave home." 
 
Starting this semester, college students are actively managing the forest ecosystem and conducting research 
on adolescent eucalyptus trees to understand how different elements are affecting their growth. Students are 
collecting and studying soil samples, analyzing weed profiles, and taking growth measurements of the trees to 
support their work in developing a food forest.  
 
The students are also using the lot to cultivate crops for the community's benefit, such as commercial trees for 
timber production and fruit trees for food production.  This multi-purpose use is in line with the lot's dedicated 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service's conservation plan.  
 
Students will be focusing their efforts on planting and growing Pacific Island crops, including ulu (breadfruit), 
coconut, avocados, rambutan, longan, kalo (taro), uala (Hawaiian sweet potato), and olena (tumeric).  All of 
the crops produced from the lot will be used by the college's culinary program with the food donated to the 
Food Basket to help support those in need.  
 
Honua Ola is proud to partner 
with the Hawai‘i Community  
College to help support the       
students and their interest in     
forestry and agriculture and     
promote sustainable and eco-
friendly practices.  They are 
looking forward to seeing the 
results from the students' in-
the-field classroom.    

 Students conduct measurements.  Photo: Hawaii Community College. 

C:/Users/hfia/OneDrive/Documents/Magic Briefcase/2017/Printed Materials/E-news/Winter 2021/PFX Fact Sheet.pdf
https://www.pacificfireexchange.org/


Support Hawai’i Forest Institute  
When You Shop Amazon Smile 

ROD Links: ‘Ōhi‘a Lehua/ROD poster, HDOA web-
site, UH CTAHR website  
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Pana‘ewa Zoo Discovery Forest Flourishes 
 

HFIA and HFI, along with community partners, 
continue to maintain and enhance the Pana‘ewa Zoo 
Discovery Forest at the Pana‘ewa Rainforest Zoo & 
Gardens in Hilo.   
 
The Discovery Forest features a demonstration of 
native, cultural, and medicinal plants. Culturally 
significant plants that once grew in the traditional 
farms and native forests of East Hawai‘i are fea-
tured, including Polynesian-introduced plants that 
arrived with migrations in voyaging canoes. These 
"canoe plants", along with many endemic species, 
play essential roles in Hawaiian culture, for food, 
fiber, tools, implements, building materials, and 
medicine. Many of these culturally significant 
plants have found a place in the Discovery Forest. 
 
Although the zoo closed in March 2020 due to 
COVID-19, Project Coordinator Mika Gallardo was 
allowed to continue to maintain the site.  She had 
faded Native Forest and Agro Forest interpretive 
signs replaced and worked with contractor Scott 
Mead to level the last section of the site.   
 
The zoo opened in July of this year.  Students from 
Connections Charter School volunteered their time 
to weed and outplant seedlings in October.  The 
Strong Foundation funded the project this year.  

 Volunteer at the Pana‘ewa Zoo Discovery Forest.  

http://smile.amazon.com/gp/charity/homepage.html?orig=%2Fgp%2Fbrowse.html%3Fnode%3D12745394011&ein=90-0108457
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=3GPJSETUTRMSO&R=DR3XCRA4CVFE&T=C&U=http://smile.amazon.com/gp/charity/homepage.html?orig=/gp/browse.html?node%3D12745394011&ein=90-0108457&ref_=pe_732550_218150290&A=ZADB35FMBDABAHJY2KLAJG2GDV0A&H=0FBQY3A1OXM88CL0TPSAXYC1O
http://www.hawaiiforestinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/Rapid-Ohia-Death-Poster.pdf
http://hdoa.hawaii.gov/blog/main/reportingohiawilt/
http://hdoa.hawaii.gov/blog/main/reportingohiawilt/
http://hdoa.hawaii.gov/blog/main/reportingohiawilt/
https://cms.ctahr.hawaii.edu/rod/


 Future Forest Nursery named Forester of the Year by Kona SWCD for conservation work at Pālamanui Dry Forest Preserve. 
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HFIA Board Works on 5-Year Strategic Plan 
 

HFIA was awarded a Catchafire strategic planning volunteer by the Hawai‘i Community 
Foundation.  Catchafire volunteer Akhilesh Bapat lead HFIA Directors through the first 
part of the planning process.  Consultant John Ciambrone took over and facilitated two planning sessions.  
The first session was held at Peter and Heather Simmons residence in North Kohala and second one was held 
at Guy Cellier’s Nursery/The Vanillerie in North Kona.  Guy led the group on a tour of his property. The next 
planning session is scheduled for January.   

 Left: Guy Cellier shows the group his seeding machine.  Right: Guy hosts groups the The Vanillerie. 

Mahalo ʻĀina Silent Auction  
Raises Money for Hawaii’s Woodshow 

 

The Hawaiʻi Forest Institute (HFI) raised $4,628 for the 2021 Hawaii’s Woodshow through the Mahalo ʻĀina: 
Give Back to the Forest Silent Auction.  Paul Arinaga,  HFI Fund Development Coordinator and auc-
tion organizer received 45 items from the following donors C. Barton Potter, Café Pesto, Elizabeth 
Kent, Everyday Better by Green Meadows, Forest Bathing Hawaii, Hāloa ‘Āina, Hawai'i Forest Institute, Hawai'i 
Forest & Train, Hawaiian Koa Company, HiClimb, Hui Ku Maoli Ola, Kahi Ching Gallery, Laulima, Little Out-
crop, Mānoa Cliffs Restoration Area at Pu'u 'Ōhi'a-Sebastian Marquez (O'ahu), Mei Day, O'o Hawaii, Smart Trees 
Pacific, Sunny Savage, Tree Hooo Hawaii Neighborhood Forests, Uloha, Waimanalo Lumber, and Winkler 
Woods. 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Vanillerie/@19.7267957,-156.0257654,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x2dc79b7b79280514!8m2!3d19.7267957!4d-156.0257654
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Vanillerie/@19.7267957,-156.0257654,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x2dc79b7b79280514!8m2!3d19.7267957!4d-156.0257654


 

Little Outcrop Sales Benefit KBCC Discovery Forest 
 

For every online sale of Needle Felted Bird Ornaments, Little Outcrop donates to the 
Keauhou Bird Conservation Center (KBCC) Discovery Forest. 
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Hui Kako‘o O Laupahoehoe Offers  
Community Wood Shop Classes 

 
Hui Kako‘o O Laupahoehoe is offering woodshop classes to the community Saturday 
mornings at Laupahoehoe Community Public Charter School.  Master woodworker   
Peter Ziroli is the instructor, assisted by Don Bryan.   
 
Attendees will learn woodworking basics or sharpen their skills in a series of five          
4-hour Saturday classes.  All skill levels are welcome.  Attendees will benefit from   
experienced instructors as they assist them in building a project of their choice.  They 
can build anything from a cutting board to kitchen cabinets; or  finish a project from a 
previous class.  
 
Laupahoehoe Wood Shop is fully stocked with fine woodworking tools and equipment.  
The next series of five classes starts January 8, 2022.  Cost for the series is $145 + $25 
supply fee. Prior students and experienced woodworkers may do drop in classes for   
$40 per class. The class is limited to 10 students.   You must register and pay online.   
 
The mission of Laupahoehoe Community Education Classes is to create a safe, communal space for our Com-
munity - including beginners, professionals, keiki and adults - to come together and express their creative sides 
and learn new skills. They offer a wide range of classes for all students. Whether you’re a professional looking 
for new inspiration, a brand new student hoping to learn a thing or two about art, cooking, or gardening or if 
you’re simply interested in picking up a new hobby, Laupahoehoe Community Education Classes will wel-
come you into the fold. They are also accepting applications for instructors to share their gifts with our Com-
munity.  Learn more at The Hui. 

 Laupahoehoe Wood Shop. 

https://www.etsy.com/shop/littleoutcrop/?
https://communityedhkol.wixsite.com/communityedhkol
https://communityedhkol.wixsite.com/communityedhkol
http://www.thehui.net/


 

CN Renewable Resources Provides HFIA $25,000  
for Strawberry Guava Eradication Research Trials 

 
CN Renewable Resources, a Honua Ola Bioenergy sister company, will provide $25,000 for HFIA’s Healthy 
& Productive Forest Initiative. After two years of research and planning CN Renewable Resources has made it 
possible for HFIA to initiate research trials for the control of the invasive species Strawberry Guava (Psidium 
Cattlenium).  
 

The goal of the Initiative is to substantially reduce the environmental and economic impacts of a ~ 600,000-
acre infestation of strawberry guava on Hawai‘i Island.  The two primary tools to be used for the research trials 
will be biocontrol utilizing an approved insect Tetracoccus Ovatus (T. Ovatus), which galls the leaves of 
strawberry guava ands substantially reduces its vigor; and physical removal of strawberry guava using heavy 
equipment.  
 
The objectives of the Healthy & Productive Forests Initiative are to: 

• Develop and demonstrate operational scale methods for rehabilitating forests threatened by invasive species. 

• Disseminate information on cost and lost opportunities presented by weed-infested forests. 

• Disseminate efficient, effective techniques and forest management methodologies to forest landowners and                    

encourage immediate action. 

• Promote the return of sizable portions of Hawaii’s forests to fulfilling the purposes intended by the legislature.  
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Source:  Hawaiian Ecosystems at Risk (HEAR) project  

https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/healthy-and-productive-forests-project/
https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/healthy-and-productive-forests-project/
http://www.hear.org/
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Mahalo to New and Renewing HFIA Members 
 

RENEWING MEMBERS 
  

Corporate ($300) 
Mary and Eric Bello — Bello's Millwork Inc. 

Carol Akimoto and Iris Uyeno — Woodcraft Supply LLC 
  

Business ($125) 
Aileen Yeh — Horticulturalist, Aileen's Nursery-Po‘o Wai U 

Andy Cole — Owner, Andy Cole Woodworking 
Bart Potter — Owner, C. Barton Potter Co. 

Thomas Pasquale — Owner, Kua‘aina Artworks  
Steve Baczkiewicz — Steve’s Ag. 

Ginger Lunt — Owner, Tantalus Studio, LLC 
Diana and Terry Tusher — Tusher Architectural Group 

William Redman —  Western Hardwood Association 
Loren Wilson — Owner, Wilson Woodcraft 

Shaun Fleming — Owner, Wooden Touches, Inc. 
 

Individual ($50) 
Derek Bencomo 

Paul Brennan 
Joel Bright 

Robert A. Broderick 
Robert Butts 
Kahi Ching 

Francisco Clemente 
Robert Duffer  

Kelly Dunn 
Marty Fernandes 

Mats Fogelvik 
Alan F. Gamble 
Denis Gilbert 
Andrea Gill 

John de Hann 
Scott Hare 

Stanley Hebda 
Robert Kurosu 

Eric Lebuse 
David Longacre 

Tom Loomis 
David Louie 

Jacob Morrell 
David Reisland 

Michael P. Smith 
Joseph Valenti 
Alan Wilkinson 
Keith Zeilinger  

 
NEW MEMBERS 

 

Individual ($50) 
Winter Anderson 
Michael Bennett 

Tyler Jellum 
Steven Rosenthal 

Gina Venolia 

HFIA E-News              December  2021 
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HFIA Corporate and Business Members 
 

Corporate Members 
Mary and Eric Bello, Bello's Millwork Inc. 

Irene Sprecher, DLNR/Division of Forestry & Wildlife 
Gilles Lebbe, Green Energy Team, LLC 

Nicholas Koch, Forest Solutions, Inc. 
J. Scott Meidell, Haleakala Ranch Company 

Wade C. Lee, Hāloa ‘Āina (JAWMIN) LLC 
Douglas Henton, Hilo Family Farms LLC 

Warren Lee, Honua Ola Bioenergy 
Edward Baldwin, Idlewilde Farm 

Kama Dancil, Kamehameha Schools  
Alex Woodbury, Kamuela Hardwoods, Inc. 

Michael Tam, Martin and MacArthur 
Nicholas Koch, Paniolo Tonewoods, LLC 

Andrew Thomas, Plywood Hawaii, Inc. 
Mike Brandeberry, Sustainable Forestry Services, Inc. 

Carol Akimoto, Woodcraft Supply 
 

Business Members 
Derrick Kiyabu, Agro Resources, Inc. 

Michael Felig – ‘Ainakoa Wood Company 
William J. Houston, Alameda Land Company Inc. 

Aileen Yeh, Aileen's Nursery-Po‘o Wai U 
Tessa L. Axelson, Alaska Forest Association 

Andy Cole, Andy Cole Woodworking 
Bart Potter, C. Barton Potter Co. 

Richard Rego, Glenwood Ranch & Service 
Peter T. Young, Ho'okuleana LLC 

Randy Akau, Island Trophies and Awards LLC 
John T. Britton, M.D. 

Robert Taglairino, Kapehu Falls 
Sandy Brodie, Kaua‘i Koa Farm 

Michael Sowards, Koality Woods, LLC 
Thomas Pasquale, Kua‘aina Artworks  

Aaron and Tamara Lewis, LewisKoa Co. 
Lipoa Kahaleuahi, Ma Ki Hana Ki‘ Ike 

James A. Mehrwein, McKenzie River Associates, LLC 
Richard Willson, Ocean Eagle 

Robert Puakea, Robert W. Puakea 
Roy Lambrecht Woodworking, Inc. 

Leonard Leong, Royal Contracting Co LTD 
R. W. Scheurenbrand, Scheurenbrand Guitars 

Ron Wolfe, Sea Wolfe Forestry, LLC 
Steve Baczkiewicz, Steve’s AG 

Tai Lake, Tai Lake Fine Woodworking 
Ginger E. Lunt, Tantalus Studio 

Thomas Loudat, TNSP, Inc. 
Doug Jacobs, Tropical Hardwood Tree Improvement & Regeneration Center (HTIRC) Purdue University 

Diana and Terry Tusher, Tusher Architectural Group 
William Redman, Western Hardwood Association 

Alan Wilkinson, Wilkinson Koa Furniture 
Loren Wilson, Wilson Woodcraft 

Roy Tsumoto, Woodcraft by Roy Tsumoto 
Shaun Fleming, Wooden Touches, Inc. 

Ché Garcia, Woodsman Jewelry 
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HFIA Board of Directors 
Don Bryan, President 

Guy Cellier, Vice-President 
Peter D. Simmons, Secretary 

Wade Lee, Treasurer 
Thomas Calhoun 
Jeremy Campbell 
Aaron Hammer 
Nickolas Koch 

Tai Lake 
Gilles Lebbe 

Sheri S. Mann 
Michael Sowards 

Irene Sprecher 
Michael Tam 

Jorma Winkler 
Ron Wolfe 
Aileen Yeh 

 

Articles and Links 

 
 

 

Hawai'i Forest Industry Association (HFIA) 

P.O. Box 66 

‘Ō ‘ōkala, HI  96774   

Phone:  808-933-9411 

Email: hfia@hawaiiforest.org 

Website: www.hawaiiforest.org 

 Ka‘ūpūlehu Dryland Forest 
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